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Workshop Plan

Description Minutes

Welcome 5 

Plan and Introduction 3

Digital Maturity 10

Breakout Rooms 15

Summary - eProfessionalism 5

Questions 5

Annotation Activity – Ethical Challenges Online 10

Scenario Activity 15

Questions & Answers 15

Wrap Up - Resources 5
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Learning 
Outcomes

At the end of this workshop you should be able to:

• Appreciate the value to students of using 
ePortfolios to develop digital maturity

• Comprehend and articulate the key ethical issues 
in working and learning in an online environment

• Assist students to display their strengths and 
aspirations safely online

• Be confident to be a role model and support 
students in digital ethical decision-making
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Expectations on 
Students
• Successfully engage online

• Know about digital citizenship

• To be digitally mature 
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What do we mean 
by 'digital maturity'?

• Baby – Child – Adolescence – adulthood

• Students need guidance and support to 

mature digitally.

• ePortfolios facilitate students to become 

‘digitally mature’
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ePortfolios enable students to…

• Curate a repository of personal learning artifacts 

• Keep a record of all assessment tasks that are only seen by assessors (private audience)

• Be digitally literate

• Develop an online profile, branding and identity

• Share information about others

• Post images, photos and text in social media

• Embed links to social media in their career ePortfolio

• Interact with others (known and unknown audiences)….



Digital terms, definitions, and key elements
‘Digital’ Term Definition Key Elements

Digital literacies or 
capabilities

Digital literacies are the 
capabilities required to thrive i.e.
be an effective and responsible 
participant in a digital society 
(Advance HE) 

• ICT proficiency
• digital communication & collaboration
• ability to analyse and synthesise material from 

different sources
• information & media literacies
• digital creation & innovation
• digital identity & wellbeing.
(JISC Six elements digital capabilities, 2017) 

Digital systems, 
technologies

‘Digital hardware and 
software components (internal 
and external) used to 
transform data into a digital 
solution.’ (Australian Curriculum, 
2020)

• ePortfolios,
• learning management systems,
• websites,
• social media,
• decision-making about relevance and quality.



Digital ethics ‘doing the right thing at the 
intersection of technology 
innovation and accepted social 
values’ (O’Brien 2020, p.12)

• Institutions - support and promoting awareness.
• ePortfolio Creators - practice, respect author rights & re-

use permissions, access to technology, privacy, content 
storage, cross-platform compatibility.

• Platform Providers – accessibility, consent for data 
usage.

(AAEEBL Digital Ethics Principles in ePortfolios, 2020)

Digital citizenship
and footprint 

‘students understand human, 
cultural and societal issues related to 
technology and practice legal and 
ethical behavior’ (Ribble, 2008, p.14)

• practicing online etiquette,
• digital literacies,
• understanding ethics and related law,
• knowing how to stay safe online,
• understanding the permanence of data.
(Australian Curriculum, 2020)

Digital brand ‘A strong personal brand relies on a 
strong online presence that 
communicates the brand elements 
and authentically reflects an 
individual’s strengths, beliefs, and 
aspirations’ (Jones & Leverenz, 2017, 
p.68)

• creating and maintaining social media and networking 
sites,

• a personal website,
• participating in blogs,
• using search engine optimisation,
• maintaining one authentic brand.
(Labrecque, Markos, & Milne, 2011)





SIX ELEMENTS OF DIGITAL CAPABILITIES

‘those capabilities which 

fit an individual for living, 

learning and working in a 

digital society’ (JISC 2017)

https://www.jisc.ac.uk/rd/projects/building-digital-capability



Your choices for the breakout groups

No. The Individual Digital Capabilities

1 ICT proficiency (the small circle in the centre of the diagram) basic digital skills

2 Digital creation, problem solving and innovation

3 Digital communication, collaboration and participation

4 Digital learning and development

5 Information, data and media literacies

6 Digital identity and wellbeing (a circle surrounding all the other parts)



ACTIVITY IN BREAKOUT ROOMS

• Each group decides on one 
digital capability element from 
the JISC framework to develop 
in relation to ePortfolio

• Based on the digital capability, 
develop an activity that could 
be used in ePortfolio curriculum



In summary 
eProfessionalism…

is the way you engage yourself online in 

relation to your profession, including 

attitudes, actions, and your adherence 

to relevant professional codes of 

conduct’ (University of Edinburgh, 2021)

‘Much more that netiquette’
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Online presence

Yet students have difficulty applying effective ethical 

decision making in all the different situations and 

contexts online.



Blurring of personas online
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Personal Professional

The line between online personal and professional persona is increasingly blurred 
which creates a risk for students and others they work with (Cain & Fink, 2010).



Questions?
Opportunity 1 

(5 mins)



Activity:  Ethical challenges online

Use the Annotate Button in Zoom:
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What do you think is the most important ethical 
challenge online?
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Potential ethical 
issues
• Access to technology

• Safety - cybersecurity

• Equity and inclusion

• Data Protection

• Ownership

• Privacy

• Confidentiality

• Representation of others (reuse)

• Secondary use of information

• Lack of support

• Biased evaluation



Academic Integrity in K-12

• Academic Integrity is ‘a commitment to six fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, 

respect, responsibility, and courage’ (https://academicintegrity.org/resources/fundamental-values)

• Teachers can underestimate or reject that cheating occurs in their classes.

• Deprioritizing academic integrity can have long-term implications for primary and 

secondary students as they transition to tertiary education  

• Leap in understanding expectations can be overwhelming.

• Australian universities have strict academic integrity standards

https://academicintegrity.org/resources/fundamental-values


Digital Ethics in 
ePortfolio
Scenarios



Activity: What are the key challenges and solutions 
in each scenario?

Step 1: Christine BW will present each scenario and give time for you to read 

through.  We will address one scenario at a time.

Step 2: Using the chat you can add the key challenge/s

Step 3: Does the scenario include a solution/s? Share in the chat

Step 4: What might be a better a solution?  Share your idea in the chat.



Scenario 1

You are an educator. You are finalising your
ePortfolio platform choice. You are aware that 
several students in your class have disabilities 
that impact their learning. In this role, you 
collaborate with any units that work with these 
students with disabilities to involve them in 
testing potential platforms.

As part of the vetting process, you check the 
platform’s website or test drive the software to 
see what accessibility accommodations they 
have created.  You then compare these features 
with the needs of your students.



Scenario 2

A secondary pre-service teacher in the last semester of university was looking for a teaching job. She 
was sending out her ePortfolio via a link in her job applications, as well as to potential educators 
who may assist her in securing a full time position. 

While she had taken care to remove the names of the primary schools and children with whom she 
worked, she kept in photographs and short video clips of her working with children to demonstrate 
how she had met the national standards. Whomever has the link can click to find photos and videos 
of children, which puts the confidentiality and privacy of the child at risk. 

Unfortunately, she left photos and video of students whose parents had not given consent for their 
images to be used in this way. The student was compelled by the University to remove the videos 
and photos where children could be identified. 



Scenario 3
You are in your senior year of high school 
specialising in early industrial design. You are 
developing an ePortfolio as part of your senior 
capstone project. You plan to also use this 
ePortfolio in the job market. As artifacts, you 
include your sample designs across a range of 
project contexts and your theory of industrial 
design.

While you want your employers to be able to 
view your work and ability, you also want to 
make sure they know which material is re-usable 
and which parts of your portfolio are not. In one 
of your classes, your educator discussed 
copyright and the use of Creative Commons 
licenses, and you understand their benefits. 

You add an appropriate Creative Commons 
license to your pages indicating to anyone who 
views your portfolio what material can be reused. 



Scenario 4

You have just started high school and one of your first assignments it to create a video to 
put in your new ePortfolio. You are not sure how to do this as you have never made a video 
before and you are shy, not wanting to ask your new teacher.  Also the ePortfolio is new as 
well and you don’t know how to add a video.

The teacher has already thought about equity issues for the class and provides tips on how 
to record a video on a mobile phone or how to borrow equipment from the school library.

The teacher explains that the video is only 1 minute in length and discusses the key criteria 
for the assessment task, which includes the professionalism of video production.  



Scenario 5

University students were engaged in a project working with primary school children. To 
be involved the project, children gave assent.

Their parents provided consent including for conferences and publications.

As part of the project, the team invited the children to the university and asked both 
parents and children to sign a marketing  release form allowing the team to use audio 
visual images of the children identifying social media as a potential outlet.



Before classroom use
• Internet safety and privacy: seek parental permission 

and ensure no contact details are included

• Ensure content is appropriate for a classroom 
situation: respectful language, inoffensive imagery

• Protect against plagiarism (representing others’ 
work)

• Check who owns the data and where is it stored

• Ensure there is a range of privacy settings i.e. private, 
limited audience or public and they are used 
appropriately

Resources:

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-make-an-eportfolio-for-students

https://elearning.tki.org.nz/Teaching/Assessment/e-Portfolios#js-tabcontainer-1-tab-1



Questions?

• Further Information:

• Associate Professor Christine Slade

• c.slade@uq.edu.au

• Professor Christine Brown Wilson

• c.brownwilson@qub.ac.uk

mailto:c.slade@uq.edu.au
mailto:c.brownwilson@qub.ac.uk


Resources



Questions?

https://web.library.uq.edu.au/research-tools-techniques/digital-essentials/eprofessionalism

https://web.library.uq.edu.au/research-tools-techniques/digital-essentials/eprofessionalism


Digital Ethics 
Principles in 
ePortfolios: 
Version 2
Online

https://scalar.usc.edu/works/aaeebl-digital-ethics-principles-v2/index

https://scalar.usc.edu/works/aaeebl-digital-ethics-principles-v2/index
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